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one to the Red Cross. None were armed or of a
speed equal to the Italian machines. They were
set apart to carry the Emperor's dispatches at safe
times—at dawn or dusk—to safe places far from the
Italian lines.
The Ethiopians had three hundred and seventy-one
bombs and, of course, imported no gas. If they had,
assuredly their position as the victims of aggression would
have been reconsidered by the Council. The whole
problem facing Geneva could have been solved without a
stain on the Covenant.
To meet the Italian gas, if they were going to use it, the
Ethiopians had no masks that I could discover, though it
was reported that they had bought a limited number for
the Imperial Guard in August. To add to Ethiopia's long
list of crimes against civilisation, these were said to have
been made in Japan.
The " intense anti-aircraft reaction " described later in
Italian communiques after heavy bombing raids was put
up by eight anti-aircraft guns in the north and five in the
Ogaden, all inadequately supplied with ammunition. Only
the longest ears could ever have heard them barking in
unison.
One would' have imagined the Ethiopians capable of a
good showing in point of armament upon the ground—if
one had not been in Ethiopia. There, the material weak-
ness of Ethiopia was exposed to one immediately in the
publicity guaranteed under the 1930 Arms Treaty between
Italy, France, Great Britain and Ethiopia.
They would have put up a longer fight if it had
not been for the embargo on the import of guns
imposed by Great Britain and France, the two limitrophe
powers, until the Italian act of aggression had been
perpetrated.
The arms embargo, which thus became the European
fashion, spreads its dark shadow over the history of the
Italo-Ethiopian war. For a mountain guerrilla war, large
numbers of small arms, light automatics, and, above all,
ammunition are needed. The effect of the embargo was
to cut these off, almost entirely, from the Northern Front,

